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Mzhtary to Appomt Offwlals e

Salgan Abolshes Hamlet Eleclmn

ficials
the coulst rys 10 775 hamlets,

Under the new .sysiem, nearly

8]l administrative officials, from
t e province chiefs down to the
hamlet level, will be appointed. -

The decree ends six years
popular election at the grass-roo
level, It wag issued, without pu
licity, on Aug. 22 by Premier Tra
Thien Khiem. It orders 44 nrovil
ince chiefs, who are military me
sppointed by - President Nguyen -
Van Thieu, to reorganize local :
givernment snd appoint ajl ham~
let officials, and to  finish the .
job in two months, -

The new system cails Ior either
two or three officialg :in ' each.
hamlet, depending on its popula~-
tion. .

At the mexs l)ighest level, the
village—villages in Vietnam -are .
sdministrative groupings of ham-.
lets—chiefs and their staffs. have
been elected by provision of. the"
South Vietnamese . constitution..
But now, according to the pre-..
mier’s decree, their deputies and *
staffs will also be appointed by
the province chiefs, . -

In the. space of g few months
since he began ruyling by decree
in June, Mr. Thien, has- centraliz-
ed power in his hands and -
through men appointed by him .
to a degree unknown here since .

“ipresident
' égislature.

£t the *vote for h;s Second’

< term, controls: & majority of the

legiglators in both houses but has
been. ruling hy decree since June

‘27, when he wrested from the

Sgnate the 'authority to govern
i hat :.«,- six -months, th

oot ened' at a time when '
the United States ig pulling troops

“out  and, correspondlngly, losing
"inﬂuence here.

- President Thieu has been say-
ing as much in recent speeches,
which his . government, ‘has not
been translating into English or

\disseminatmg to the foreign press,

; : : g,‘ls..l\l_r__%
speech in Qui’ Nhén, capital o
W

‘For “example, on’

orvince, & speech.

“which U,8. officials monitored

and then . translated into English
“ hé. said: : .
““I have mnever deniéd " inde-
‘pendence and democracy.

president of South Vietnam, I
have always observed dcmocracy
However, if I [may speak as] a

the Americans came in strength -~citizen, I must com lain that our |

in the 1960s and gave South Viet-
nam the forms of democratic gov-

{1 SOOn C

s

3 T have always respected the
. people’s democratie rights and
bk : freedoms as basically outlined in
Bour constitution, However, these
srights and freedoms must; be prop-
E erly practiced, such as simultane-

government,
‘enjoy too much demogcracy too

<

i
f

to be elected, the village chi
“The village chief, though" st!
elected, will ke in g much Je
commanding position, since t
“officials who work under him v
‘now be appointed by the provin
chief.”
Colonels Selected

The province chiefs appointe 4
by the South Vietnamese' presif
dens are military men--usuall
colonels—who owe their jobs
Mr, Thiew’s petronage and ar
ally loyal to him. Often

nces they serve. Last year,
Thieu said he. intended

ction of province chiefs begin-|
ning -in 1972, but this has not
happened.

The decree also provides that|
where there is a police station inf
a village, the police chief will as-
sume the function of the formerly’
elected deputy village chief for-
security, an important post, be-
cause it includes such powers as
‘determining who in the village '
might be a Communist sympa-
thizer or a member of the Viet
“Cong,

The decree goes beyond instruc-
tions that Mr. Thieu issued to the
province chiefs a few weeks ago.
He told them then that they |
could replace electea viliage and
hamlet chiefs at their discretion, .
The reason, according to U.8. of-
ficials, was the discovery during.’

the cffensive this year that many

1etnam1z1ng D!emocracy

|

‘ously. respectmg the. ‘constitution
Wand responding to the demands
tof our natlon.”

‘ ‘Gaps’ in Democracy a
& In & key passage, he told his}
faudience, “Qur political partiesy
are still small in number and are
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| Mr. Thieu has often cited ¢
i xtraordinary situation creat
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ibefore the offenpive.
it U.S, interpretation of-the decred
Bays, for example, “these’ changed
have been in the wind for-the pastt
feeveral months.” They were noteds
by the Americans in.reports dated

eb, 28 and. March 1.
¥ The U.S, interpretation says ot
the decrees -effect on 'uhe only *

outn Vietnam’s 10, 775aixﬂe S by The Wgoke
of an exXecUtive Order Irom Salgon ont

and the fatuousness—in today’s contexi

professed American war aims. The blood of
hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese and
American soldiers and the suffering of mil-
lions of civilians has been rationalized by
lofty commitments to assure for the South
Vietnamese people the right to democratic
self-government. In explaining his war pol-
icy, President Nixon has insisted that when
the United States leaves Vietnam, 1t must be

“in a way that glves the South Vietnamese.

8 reasonable chance to survive as & Iree
people.”

The immediate result of the new decree
is that President Thieu will determine who
is to be in charge of local government, from
province chiefs to the officlals of the

el R

smallest village. The extraordlnary lesson in
democracy thus continues. President Thieu,]
having demonstrated that it takes only one|
candidate to stage a [emocratic election,’
has more recently indigated through strin-
phe press that in his

gent § cont ing 1§
vers} crafy fhe T,
as upn ar
Salgdn nofless than § an

If the experiment [i
without the ballot works out to Mr. Thieu’s
satisfaction In the local communities, he,
will undoubtedly “recommend” it for the
national level as well, further emulating the !
democracy to the North. The fact that the;
abolition of local elections in the South 1is|
to be accomplished within two months in-
dicates that Vietnamization is working more
smoothly in politics than in defense.
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